Purpose: Lympboprolifcrativc ocular adnexal lesions represent 1 spectrum of disorders which range from reactive lymphoid hyperplasia to malignant lymphoma and include lewas which ared an mddcrminatc nature morphologrccally and immunophenotypically. Futhmnwe cases have been ckcvmented where progresswn from reactix hyperplasia to frank Ippboma has camed. We have applied molecular genetIc te&lques to assess their diagmstic potential. Method: Biisies horn 22 wses of orbual and con~unct~wl lymphoprobferative disease wwaniwdbistopatbok++ly and immunopheno~prally lmmunoglobulin (Ig) and T cell reczptw (TCR) gene rearrangements were detected by Southern blotting utdismg IgH and C, probes. Polymerase &ii reaction (PCR) was also used to identify Ig gene rcarrMgmImtsius~. RemIts In gcmwd then was good a-t between the methods of analysis. The bcl-2 is P pmtc-oncogene located in 18qZl which encode an oncopmtein related which the supcession of the programmed cell dealh by apoptosis. The puqmse of w study is to establish B nlation between bcl-2 expression and dw, cbomidal melanoma onmguwlsis.
MahOdS
Fameen yes with chomidal melanoma were studied. All specimens wue lixed in 10% formalin and embedded in m&in. Sections were stained whitb bematoxvlin and tin. For immunohistcchemic~ study the streptavidin-biotin-alcaliw pba&tasz complex was used employing anti-b&2 Mab Bcl-2/124 (d&o, Copenhagen. lknmrk) as primary antibody.
Results
The immunohistociwnical study showed immunoreactivity in 10 of 14 cases. In all reactive cases Ihe typical cytoplasmic stained pattern was &saved. Nevenbeless the immunoreactivity was focal in some cases and diffuse in others.
Conclusion &I-2 may play an important role in chcmidal melanoma development by sparing the ceils from pmgmmed dab by apoptosis or trough coopemdon with c&r oncogenes. On the odxx and the expwsion of bcl-2 oncopmtein by cbomidal melanuma adds this lumcx to a growing list of tumors expressing bcl-2. 
